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Supporting writing in content classes



Karakia timatanga

Tau mai te mauri o te wānanga,

Ki runga ki ēnei pūkenga,

Kia mātāmua ai, ko te ako kounga, a te tamaiti,

Ko ia ki mua, ko ia ki muri o ēnei kōrero,

Kia puta ai ia, ki te whaiao, ki te ao mārama!

Hui e, tāiki e!

Bestow the life force of learning,
Upon these repositories,

So that aspiration of quality learning for our children is paramount,
And remains at the forefront of all of our works,

So that they may flourish and thrive,
For all eternity!



Tāraia te mahara, ka tāraia ai te rākau.
Carve the mind before carving your path.



• to build an understanding of key aspects of writing 

• to share some approaches and strategies to support

explicit writing teaching in mainstream classes

Session goals 



Big Ideas

1. Learners write meaningful texts for different purposes and 

audiences.

2. Learners use written language conventions appropriately to 

support communication.

NCEA Literacy Co-requisite – Writing 



https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning

Learning – Writing Matrix

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/learning


Effective Practices that 

Support NCEA  Literacy

Teaching Literacy

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/teaching

https://ncea.education.govt.nz/literacy-and-numeracy/literacy/teaching


Good writers can:
• use a range of text types for different purposes and audiences
• demonstrate a personal style and voice
• plan an extended complex text
• develop ideas and information into a clear, cohesive piece of writing
• use language, including specialist vocabulary, creatively and accurately
• explore and develop abstract ideas
• synthesise information from a range of sources
• demonstrate depth of thought and the ability to sustain an argument or point of view
• select an appropriate layout and presentation to enhance the text
• reshape, revise, and proofread their own writing, keeping in mind the purpose and 

audience
• reflect on and critically evaluate their own writing and that of others

Penton & Kitchen (MOE, 2002)  Learning through Language 

What do good writers do? 

https://www.readwritethink.org/sites/default/files/resources/lesson_images/lesson948/purpose-audience.pdf


As writers develop their skills, they increasingly take 

responsibility for their own writing. The most skilled 

writers spend time considering the topic, thinking 

through ideas, writing the ideas in draft form, organising 

the structure of their text, and reviewing and revising 

their text until they are satisfied with it.

Penton & Kitchen (MOE 2002)  Learning through Language



Apprenticeship model of teaching writing 



• Process

• Fluency

• Structure  

• Complexity

• Accuracy

Aspects of writing



1. Purpose and form – task / text type / form / audience

2. Criteria – what does ‘good’ look like?

3. Ideas

4. Words

5. Patterns and structures – from sentence to paragraph to longer texts

6. Edit and proofread 

7. Present and publish

Andersen & Glenn (2021) Secondary Literacy: A Teacher Handbook p.86

Writing Process  



WE WRITE

With purpose and audience in 
mind

1. Gather information

2. Plan

3. Draft

4. Edit and revise

Mix until well combined.

5. Present your work



To build confidence in writing and provide opportunities for talking before writing.

• quick writing (See also ELS p.111)

• pass-it-on writing

• think-pair-share

• 4-3-2

• Say It!

• journal / reflective writing 

• exit card / RIQ*   

`*See also: https://ditchthattextbook.com/10-ideas-for-digital-exit-tickets-and-some-analog-ones-too/

Fluency 

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Writing/Quick-writing
https://literacyonline.tki.org.nz/Literacy-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Effective-Literacy-Strategies-in-Years-9-13
https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Writing/Pass-it-on-writing
https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Oral-Language/Speaking-strategies/Think-pair-share
https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Oral-Language/Speaking-strategies/4-3-2
https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Oral-Language/Speaking-strategies/Say-It
https://www.learninghub.ac.nz/writing/reflective-writing/
https://sites.up.edu/tl/exit-cards-a-simple-formative-assessment-strategy/
https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Thinking-and-metacognition/RIQ
https://ditchthattextbook.com/10-ideas-for-digital-exit-tickets-and-some-analog-ones-too/


• recount

• narrative

• response to text

• information text

• report

• explanation

• description

• persuasive text

• article  (etc.)

Candidates will be required to produce two

pieces of writing in response to stimulus

material chosen from a range of options

provided by NZQA. The two pieces will be

of different text types, and one will be in a

formal register. Text types may include (but

are not limited to): letters, reports, articles,

blog posts, profiles, descriptions,

explanations, and opinions.

Writing text types

https://englishonline.tki.org.nz/English-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-

research-and-professional-support/Features-of-text-forms

https://englishonline.tki.org.nz/English-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-research-and-professional-support/Features-of-text-forms
https://englishonline.tki.org.nz/English-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-research-and-professional-support/Features-of-text-forms


Writing Tasks CAA 2022
Purpose – Text Type Audience Text Form

Write a 

letter of 

application 

to inform and persuade Aotearoa 

Adventures owner

letter

Write an 

article

to inform and give an 

opinion 

local community community 

newspaper

Explain 

your views

to explain, give an opinion 

and make 

recommendations

teachers, coaches 

and others 

supporting young 

people in sport

not given

Write a 

thank you 

message

to inform and give an 

opinion

‘Let’s Get Active’ 

campaign 

co-ordinator

email



Checklists 



https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/writing-explanation-learning-intention-guide

https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/writing-explanation-learning-intention-guide


Resource List

• Learning intention guides

• Proofreading your writing - Learning intention guide

• Writing a report - Learning intention guide

• Writing a recount - Learning intention guide

• Writing instructions - Learning intention guide

• Writing an argument - Learning intention guide

• Editing your writing - Learning intention guide

https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/writing-explanation-learning-intention-guide

https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/learning-intention-guides
https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/proofreading-your-writing-learning-intention-guide
https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/writing-report-learning-intention-guide
https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/writing-recount-learning-intention-guide
https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/writing-instructions-learning-intention-guide
https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/writing-argument-learning-intention-guide
https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/editing-your-writing-learning-intention-guide
https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/writing-explanation-learning-intention-guide


Paragraph 

reconstruction





Complexity  



‘The thinking’s in the linking’





EAP: Belonging Unit – US 30508 Writing 

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/Teaching-and-learning-sequences/EAP-modules-Belonging-units/Unit-Standard-30508-Writing


EAP: Belonging Unit – US 30508 Writing 

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/Teaching-and-learning-sequences/EAP-modules-Belonging-units/Unit-Standard-30508-Writing


Connectives cloze

EAP: Belonging Unit – US 30508 Writing 

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/Teaching-and-learning-sequences/EAP-modules-Belonging-units/Unit-Standard-30508-Writing


Split information 

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Oral-Language/Listening-and-speaking-strategies/Split-information-information-gap




Dictogloss

Dictogloss is a co-operative task where groups of two-four students try 
to recreate a text that the teacher has read to them. At the first reading 
the students just listen and then they take notes as the text is read once 
or twice more. By combining their knowledge, the students then try to 
recreate the written text (not word-for-word) by using full sentences 
while trying to retain the meaning and form of the original text. 
Afterwards the students, with their teacher’s help, identify similarities 
and differences between their text reconstruction and the original text. 
A dictogloss requires the students to use all four language modes and 
it helps the students to notice their own language gaps. It is particularly 
useful for providing a focus on grammar.

https://esolonline.tki.org.nz/ESOL-Online/Planning-for-my-students-needs/Resources-for-planning/ESOL-teaching-strategies/Writing/Dictogloss


Dictogloss - Variations

• dictogloss negotiation
• dictogloss summaries
• scrambled sentence dictogloss
• elaboration dictogloss
• dictogloss opinion

Combining dictogloss and co-operative learning to promote language learning (Jacobs, 2003)  

http://www.readingmatrix.com/articles/jacobs_small/article.pdf


• Have students read their own texts aloud.

• Have students read and edit the writing of others. A specific 

task could be assigned e.g. rewrite any sentences which are 

too long, run-on or unclear.

• Highlighting errors for students to correct in their writing.

• Students correct a specified number of errors in a text 

provided by the teacher.

• Do now - error correction.

Accuracy 



Karakia whakamutunga

Tēnei rā te whakairi ake i te kete o te wānanga,

Tōna mauri nō runga, nō Rangi, nō raro, nō Papa,

Tēnei te mauri o te mātauranga ka whakatakina ake,

Kia wātea ai ēnei pūkenga,

Hui e, tāiki e!

May we close these discussions of learning,
Whose essence is derived from both divine and earthly sources,

The life force of knowledge is reaffirmed  
to allow this gathering to finish, 

Forever bound!
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